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The Shyira Trust is a small charity working to reduce poverty in Shyira, Rwanda, and the
surrounding areas. Membership fees cover the running costs of the charity so that 100%
of donations intended for Rwanda can be sent there.

Poverty reduction—our aim.
Poverty has to be encountered to be
understood. We have all seen pictures on TV,
but they don’t really convey the reality. Look at
some quotes from people in Shyira
 “My goodness. Almost all of them!” Eve,
the headmistress of Shyira secondary
school when asked how many of the
children in school, came from families
living in poverty.
 “Poverty is rampant.” Pastor Emmanuel,
talking about the people of Shyira and
district.
 “Most of the children look quite a lot younger than they are—its
caused by malnutrition.” Dr. Caleb King, then Medical Director of
Shyira Hospital.
Our purpose in attempting to reduce poverty is not simply to give aid.
We work with local people on projects that have long-term
sustainability as an objective. The projects come from the people, and
we are simply helping them reduce the depth of their poverty.
Medical care in Rwanda
92 percent of Rwandans are now covered
by the nation’s health insurance scheme
paying a premium of £4 a year. This
provides for basic health services such as
maternity care, and treatment for the
most common causes of death, such as
diarrhoea,
malnutrition,
malaria,
infections, and pneumonia.
Although the health status of the Rwandan
population has improved significantly in
recent years, it remains insufficient.

How it works
The process is very simple. You want to give someone a gift, so
what you do is send a gift on their behalf to someone in Rwanda.
You select the gift from this catalogue and pay for it, and we send
the money to Shyira. The gift is purchased locally, and any
necessary training is provided for recipients.
We send a card describing the gift to your friend. The card will
have been made by Mothers Union members using banana leaves,
and we pay the women for the card so reducing their poverty.
Pictures from some cards are shown.
£1.00 of the cost of the gift pays for the card, printing and
postage. All other money goes
directly to Rwanda. If you are a UK
taxpayer, and pay for the gift using
gift aid we can reclaim 25p for every
£1 you donate. All reclaimed tax will
be used to support the work of the
Shyira Trust.

Who benefits?
This really is a situation in which everyone wins!

 You solve the problem of what gift to give a friend
 Your friend gets a card describing what you have done
 Someone in Rwanda receives support that will help in the longterm reduction of poverty
 Mothers Union members gain some income from the sale of
banana leaf cards
 The gift is purchased in Rwanda, supporting the local economy.

Mothers Union, Kivu Diocese
The Mothers Union, in Kivu diocese has many members.
Claudine, Bishop Augustin’s wife, is the overall leader. Many of
the members are widows, and have little or no income and
means of supporting themselves.
MU members are encouraged to support each other. For
example, in one community when they earn anything they pool
the money so that one woman can have a mattress or cooking
utensils bought for her. They take it in turns to benefit from their
income. These very poor women give up their meagre earnings
so that one of them will benefit from their pooled income to buy
a necessity.
Commodities are expensive in Rwanda so it is difficult to raise
enough income to buy essentials which is why the women pool
their money. Our gifts are intended to help with daily living and
growing food.
Livestock/farming
1.
2.
3.
4.

Machete
Hoe
Sheep
Goat

£1
£2
£12
£14

Daily living
10
11
12
13
14

Single bed
Single mattress
Single mosquito net
Food for one day per person
Cooking utensils

£18
£25
£6
£4
£15

Alternative Gift order form
Please tell us about the gift you want to send:
Item
Number

Item name

Quantity
required

Cost for
one

Cost of card, postage, etc.

£1.00

Total cost of gift:

Names to appear on the card:
To:

Total cost
of item

…………………………………………………………..

From: ……………………………………..……………………
We need to know when to send the gift card, and the kind of card to use.
Please tell us:
Is the card for Christmas

Birthday

Other

If not for Christmas, please tell us when the card should arrive …………………….
The card can be sent to you so that you can give it your friend, or it can be
sent directly to your friend. If you want it sending directly to your friend
please complete this box.

Title……………

Forenames……………………………………..
Surname……………………………………….

Address………………………………………………………………
………………………………………...Postcode…………………….
Only one gift recipient on this form please. A list may be attached if you want to make more gifts.

Now please tell us about yourself. The information you give will be used
only for its intended purpose of sending the alternative gift you have
chosen, and if appropriate of claiming a tax refund. We will not share it
with any third party.
Your details (If you ar e allowing us to r eclaim tax, these should be
details of an individual tax payer, and must include the Postcode):
Title……………

Forenames……………………………………..

Surname……………………………………….
Address………………………………………………………………
………………………………………...Postcode…………………….
Date …………………………….
Telephone (In case of query) ………………………………………...

If you are a UK taxpayer, you can increase your donation by 25% by
using Gift Aid. If you would like to Gift Aid your donation, please ensure
we have your details, then read the declaration and tick the box.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Please send this form, when completed, to:
Shyira Trust Alternative Gifts
c/o 7, Lime Tree Way
Formby
Liverpool L37 2LT

Please, don’t forget to
enclose the cost of the gift.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Shyira Trust”
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Shyira primary school.
The Trust has totally restored the
primary school buildings from their very
poor state after the genocide. The
children can now study in a secure and
weatherproof environment, but there is
a lack of decoration and posters on
walls. We have provided paint for the
walls but there is a need for educational
posters:
20.

Posters for primary school walls:

£5

Butaka—Church /community centre.
Butaka is a remote community located
high on the slopes of volcano Karisimbi.
It is a very poor area cared for by a lay
pastor, Moses, who had previously
served as a lay minister in Shyira. Moses
receives very little pay and our concern
is twofold. We seek to support Moses
and his family by supplementing his
stipend and we want to help him in
building a church/community centre. The building is partly completed as
can be seen in the picture. Since the picture was sent to us the building
has reached roof level.
25
26

Contribution to Moses Stipend.
Building materials

£25
£ State amount

Poverty relief.
Poverty relief is one of the main objectives of the Shyira Trust. In
response to a question about how many of her students lived in poverty
the head teacher of a Shyira secondary school thought for a moment and
replied “Good heavens, almost all of them!” There has been some
improvement in the towns, but in rural Rwanda most people still live in
extreme poverty.
The picture shows a table in
the “home” of an orphan.
The home measures 3 metres
by 4 metres and the table
holds his belongings. The
Trust supports him through
school—education is the best
way for young people to
escape poverty.
In recent years we have
concentrated on child headed families, many resulting from the loss of
parents in the genocide. They have benefited from education and
restoration of their homes. We now move on to young people suffering
in poverty today and seek to help them.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

One term’s schooling costs
Machete
Hoe
Sheep
Goat
Single bed
Single Mattress
Single mosquito net
Cooking Utensils
Contribution to home improvements

£25
£1
£2
£12
£14
£18
£25
£6
£15
£25

Sports Equipment.
Peter Dusabimana is a teacher in Shyira and is a leader of the
community’s young people. Peter is organising football, basketball and
volleyball teams for both boys and girls and would like help in providing
equipment and clothing.
Most of the young people live in poverty as explained on the previous
page. They spend a lot of time in school if they are able to go, or working
to help provide food for themselves and their families. Peter’s objective
is very simple—he wants to improve the quality of life of the young
people by helping them develop leisure activities.
For each sport Peter would like to purchase footwear and strip for each
team member along with a ball. Additionally for volleyball he needs to
purchase a net. Costs are similar across the sports so each item for each
sport is not listed, but if you have a preference for one of the sports or
for supporting a boys or girls team please indicate that on the gift order
form.
Sporting gifts
40.

Sports shoes

£20

41.

Sports strip

£15

42.

Ball

£50

43.

Volley ball net

£30

The Shyira Trust
Patron: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool
The Shyira Trust exists to serve the people of Rwanda by helping in the advancement
of education and medical services and in poverty relief.
Its work has been based around Shyira in the North West, but is now moving to a
slightly wider area. By working with one quite small but important community it has
been possible to make a real difference to people's lives. Support given by the Trust has
helped relieve extreme poverty.
Important projects include:

A maternity hospital has been rebuilt and two midwives trained. The hospital
became successful and overcrowded so larger maternity services were provided in a
new district hospital with the Trust purchasing the land and rehousing former owners.
Sixteen homes belonging to orphan families rebuilt and others renovated. The
families have been provided with animals, tools and other means of support. Many
younger family members have been helped attend school, and children acting as
parents have been supported through technical school and have had tools and
equipment provided for their chosen trade.
A derelict primary school has been renovated. It is now used by 650 children.
Sponsorship of 265 children through secondary school.
A children’s centre providing daily activities for 400 children has been provided.
Coffee growing has been initiated.
Agricultural project for HIV group was started.
Mothers’ Union members who are widows have been supported.
The building of a social centre and church in Butaka almost complete, on the slopes of
a dormant volcano near the Congo border.
Over 30 people taken on discovery visits to Rwanda, including two 6th form students.
Please contact us if you would like further information.
By post:

Shyira Trust, 53 Stapleton road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT

E-mail:

shyira-06@shyiratrust.org.uk

Web:

http://www.shyiratrust.org.uk

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Giving:

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/shyiratrust
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Cover picture. A Shyira football team with a donated football

